
Travel Tips for 
Librarians 
From a fellow traveler 

 



When you plan a road 
trip, where do you go 

for info? 





Your digital presence 



What to put on your page 
 

| Mission statement 

|  Library hours & policies 

|  Link to First Lady’s book club 

|  Booklists 

|  Link to library’s catalog (Library 
Thing) 

 



What to put on your page 
 

|  Librarian’s schedule 

|  Evidence of impact on learning: 
pictures of students working, samples 
of work (with permission!) 

|  Link to public library 

|  Library events/emphases 

|  VSBA link 

 



What to put on your page 
 

|  Link to TEL—customize for your age 
level 

|  Link to AR info/Home Connect 

|  Links to good web sites (Symbaloo) 

|  Citation info 

|  “Flipped” lessons/videos 

|  Blog…. See my Notes from the Frontier 

 



Your Web Page 



How to do a web page 

|  Weebly has free version (Check out 
others) 

|  Update at least monthly 

|  Ask for or make a link from the 
school’s web page—don’t hide out in 
the specialists. J 



How to do a web page 

|  How-to from Amy Overby, Arlington 
Community Schools:  
http://edtechspot.weebly.com/step-
sheets.html 

|  Helpful article: 
http://www.thedigitalshift.com/
2013/07/opinion/cool-tools/summer-
project-make-your-school-website-
sizzle-cool-tools/  



http://www.librarygirl.net/2011/08/5-things-every-
school-library-website.html?spref=pi 
 





Travel Guides 

| For the librarian 

| For your students 

| For your faculty & staff 

| For parents 



Guides for the Librarian 



TRAILS 

|  http://www.trails-9.org/  

|  Information literacy skills and 
assessments 

|  FREE 

|  Use at beginning & end of year 
to show growth 



Guides for the Librarian 

http://www.ala.org/aasl/  



Guides for the Librarian 

Webmix for sources on Digital Citizenship 
http://www.symbaloo.com/shared/
AAAAAqPWp_oAA41_HCsnoQ==  
 



Guides for the Librarian 



CommonSense Media 

|  https://
www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

|  Free educator account 

|  Videos and lesson plans for all ages 

|  Great for teaching Digital Citizenship 

|  New: Certification 

|  Digital Compass 







Craig Badura 

| http://
www.craigbadura.com 

| Check out his blog  

| Check out his Pinterest page 



Guides for the Librarian: 
Pinterest 



Guides for the Librarian: 
Pinterest 



Guides for the Librarian: 
Pinterest 

|  Pinterest is great for 

{  Program ideas 

{  Library displays (Just search!) 

{  Even Lessons! 

{  Find some great people to 
follow! 



Guides for Students 

| Curate content 

| Make it easier for them to 
navigate the library 

| Give them reliable sources of 
information 

| Help them become independent 
learners 



Guides for students 



Guides for Students 



Guides for Students 

|  Symbaloo: 
http://www.symbaloo.com/ 

|  Live Binders: 
http://www.livebinders.com/ 



Guides for Students 

|  Use Signs 

| Directions for holds in 3 x 5 frame 
at each OPAC station 

| Videos( flip your classroom):  
Good to show things like how to 
use Britannica or a citation tool 
or TEL or OPAC.  Post on your 
web page. 



Guides for Students 

|  Scrapbooks on subjects with 
entries on books: basketball, 
dogs, etc. 

|  Post links to the public library on 
your OPAC 

|  Sequels folder 



Guides for Faculty & Staff 

|  Tab on my web page 

|  LiveBinder  

|  Sources for nonfiction articles 
{  ReadWorks 
{  ReadTheory 
{  TEL 
{  Article of the week 

 



Guides for Faculty & Staff 

 



Guides for Faculty & Staff 

My LiveBinder for AMS teachers: 

http://www.livebinders.com/play/
play?id=431935 

Access key: bobcats 

Nonfiction articles are under 
Content Area Reading tab 

 



Guides for Faculty & Staff 

| Bathroom Readers: put a 
post on door of faculty 
bathroom.  Use to 
promote library events or 
to share a quote. Update 
often. www.recitethis.com 



Join us throughout the 
day for refreshments & 

resources. 

Lattes in the Library 
@ AMS 

Tuesday, April 14 

In Celebration of National School Library Month 

 
  

LIBRARY 

COFFEE 

COMPANY 



Handout for Teacher Interns 

Collaboration and Coffee for Teacher Interns 
November 21, 2014 
Arlington Middle School 
  
Library Resources: 

 Class Sets 
 Videos  
 Eggspert 
 Clickers 
 Computer carts (3) and one iPod cart  (book in advance) 
 Flip video camera 
 Professional collection (Teach Like a Champion, Praxis 

study guide for the Middle School test 2004, lots more) 
 Reference materials in print format 
 Audio books 
 Just plain old good books to read for pleasure or 

information 



Online Resources: 
 Britannica 
 Country Reports 
 Commercial Appeal 
 Ebsco Biographies 
 NoodleTools 
 TEL—See Test Prep section for Praxis exam 

practice! 
 Ebooks 
 LiveBinder (see below) 
 Symbaloo webmixes 
 Accelerated Reader 



What I teach: 
 Internet safety and ethics 
 Research skills 
 Open for collaboration of any kind!  I can co-

plan and co-teach with teachers.  I can pull 
resources, create a project guide or webmix, do 
booktalks, suggest resources, put materials on reserve 
in the library—ask me! 
  
Try this: http://edweb.net  
  
My web page:  http://haggardlibrary.weebly.com 
AMS Live Binder:  
http://livebinders.com/play/play?id=431935 
  



Your Principal 

|  Find out what is most important to 
your principal. 

|  Feed him or her articles. 

|  Be very professional.  For me, that 
means making an appointment and 
having a written agenda, when I 
want to discuss something. 



Your Principal 

|  Find a need in your school and fill 
it. 

|  Share what you’re doing 

{ Quick email 

{ Quick text 

{ Monthly report 

{  Focus on impact on learning 
 



Guides for Parents  
(and you) 





Guides for Parents 

|  Read Brightly 













Guides for Parents 

|  www.commonsensemedia.org 

|  http://www.readingrockets.org/ 

|  http://www.startwithabook.org/ 

|  http://www.readbrightly.com/ 

|  http://imaginationsoup.net/ 

 



Parents 

| Contribute to parents/PTA news 

|  Page for parents on your web 
page 

|  Reading info to go to IEP 
meetings 

|  Presentations for PTA 



Parents 



Write Your Own Guide 

|  Use Symbaloo or Live Binders 

| Guide (with screen shots) for 
volunteers or sub to use when 
working at your desk. 





Accomodations 
 

| How many stars is your library’s 
physical space? 

| What could you do to make it 
better? 

| Ask your students! 

|  Try to look at your space through 
new eyes! 



Use a theme… 



Use a theme… 



Use a theme… 



Use a theme… 



Use a theme… 



Use a theme… 



Next year: Rising to the Challenge 



Past Themes 

| Wanted: Readers 

|  Your Library: Window to the World 

| Go for the Gold! 

| Growing Lifelong Learners 

|  Read Like a Rock Star 

|  Inspiration: Upstart 





Detours 

| When you encounter a bump in 
the road… 

|  Testing—take advantage of the 
time (writing assessment/digital 
citzenship) 

|  Parent conferences—session for 
parents on AR 





Sightseeing 

| Activities along the way 

|  Remember that not all your 
students like what you like: 

|  Skateboarders 

| Graphic novels 



Some favorites at AMS 
|  Bookmark contest 

|  Love Your Library (February) 

|  Blind Date with a Book 

|  Locker Lottery 

|  Battle of the Books 

|  Events in the library 

|  Summer AR 

 





Don’t Travel Alone 

|  Find some good travel buddies 

|  If your district is small, go outside 
it. 

|  TASL 

| AASL 

 



Don’t Travel Alone 

|  Look for webinars from Booklist & SLJ 

|  Online Communities: 

|  http://teacherlibrarian.ning.com/  

|  http://edweb.net     

{  LMC@the Forefront 

{  Emerging Tech: Using Technology to 
Advance Your Library Program 



Some of my favorite 
travel guides 

|  Think Tank Library: Brain-Based Leanring 
Plans for New Standards (Ratzer & Jaeger) 

|  Developing Collections to Empower 
Learners (Kimmel) 

|  Make Just One Change: Teach Students to 
Ask Their Own Questions (Rothstein & 
Santana) 

|  Brag!: The Art of Tooting Your Own Horn 
without Blowing It (Klaus) 



Some of my favorite 
travel guides 

|  Knowledge Quest (AASL journal) 

|  Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead 
(Sandberg) 

|  Empowering Leadership: Developing 
Behaviors for Success (Martin, AASL) 

|  Social Readers (Preddy) 

|  Book Love: Developing Depth, Stamina, and 
Passion in Adolescent Readers (Kittle) 



Inspiration 

http://www.librarygirl.net/2015/05/an-open-letter-to-principals-
before-you.html  



Assessment 

|  Go to Socrative.com on your phone 
or device. 

|  Click on student. 

|  Type in AMSLibrary for the room 
name. 

|  Add your first name and last initial. 

|  Answer the questions. 



Door prizes 

| #5 

| #21 

| #14 

| #11 

| #35 

| #42 

| #30 

| #27 



Credits 

|  Karen Haggard 

|  Arlington Middle School, Arlington 
Community Schools 

|  www.haggardlibrary.weebly.com 

|  Thanks to my many fellow travelers from whom I 
have borrowed many ideas and much 
inspiration!  

|  Pictures are from Image Quest, Britannica, 
screen shots of web pages, or photos by me  



Enjoy the Ride! 


